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Students raise concerns over
Permanent thrift store opens in
accessibility of summer housing Hiett Hall
Joey Davis
Staff Writer

________________________

With summer nearing,
many students staying on-campus over the break will be moving into new residence halls.
Plantz, Small Exec and Big
Exec will be used for housing
this summer. For the previous
two years, Hiett had been the
hall for summer housing.
Chris Clarke, Dean of
Students, commented on the
plans for summer housing.
Clarke stated that the residence
halls were chosen due to infrastructure work that’s going to
be done over the summer in
Kohler, Brokaw, Sage and Colman Halls, as well as the replacement of the Drew Street
Bridge.
According to Clarke,
Residential Education (ResEd)
identified Plantz as the best
available option due to these
circumstances. The return of
summer programs and conferences further informed the decision. He stated that the aim
of the summer offerings was
to accommodate as many students as possible.
Clarke relayed ResEd’s rationale for the shift, saying that
student feedback was part of
what drove the change.
According to an anony-

mous student, some students
last year were upset about
having to live in Hiett’s quads
with other students they didn’t
know. According to Clarke,
once it became apparent that
Plantz was less than optimal
for summer housing as Hiett,
ResEd attempted to switch
back. However, by then, Clarke
said that the building had been
contracted out for a number of
events and conferences, making the switch impossible.
The Lawrence University Disability Working Group
(LUDWiG) expressed concerns about the accessibility of
Plantz. Being an older building,
Plantz is not equipped with an
elevator or air conditioning
(AC). According to members of
LUDWiG, when they reached
out to admin about the issues,
they were assured that AC
would be put in the first-floor
lobby.
One LUDWiG member
added that there have historically been issues with summer housing accommodations.
They explained how they were
originally denied single housing for summer last year and
had to remind ResEd about the
Fair Housing Act in order to
get accommodation. Once they
brought up the Fair Housing
Act, which prohibits all kinds
of discrimination in housing,

including because of disability,
they said that ResEd provided
them the single.
Clarke confirmed that the
common area on the ground
floor of Plantz will be air conditioned. He added that some
window AC units are planned
to be installed in Plantz, and
that each room will be supplied
with a fan to help alleviate the
hotter temperatures. Clarke
said that Lawrence will continue exploring options to better
meet students’ needs.
According to Clarke, there
are currently 120 applicants for
summer housing.
Bon Appetit will not be
open during the summer and
there will be no summer meal
plan option, leaving students to
primarily feed themselves using the halls’ kitchens. Clarke
stated that additional fridges
and microwaves will be added
to Plantz to accommodate the
large demand.
The anonymous student
spoke on the limited kitchen
space in Plantz. According
to this student, Hiett’s three
kitchens were constantly inuse when they stayed last year
for summer housing. The student argued that the focus on
microwaves and lack of stove
space in Plantz would promote
an unhealthy diet.

Front of Plantz Hall facing College Avenue.
Photo by Alana Melvin.

Isabel Dorn
Staff Writer

______________________

The LU Thrift Store
opened on Thursday, May 26,
at 9 a.m. in Hiett Hall Room
105. This student-run initiative
allows students to donate and
take clothes, electronic items,
books and small appliances at
no cost.
According
to
sophomore LJ Jensen, the founder
and manager of the LU Thrift
Store, the inspiration to open
a permanent on-campus thrift
store came from the success
of Greenfire’s Thrift-A-Palooza event on Friday, April 8.
While many of the thrift store
employees are also Greenfire
members, the thrift store is not
affiliated with Greenfire or any
student organizations but is
fully funded by the LUCC Sustainability Committee’s Environmental Fund.
Jensen has hired three
employees to help her maintain
the thrift store. Since everything is free, they don’t need
cashiers, so the employees will
be dedicated to picking up donations and keeping the space
clean, stocked and organized.
Sophomore Bella Goland
decided to start working at the
thrift store after participating

in Thrift-A-Palooza. As an active member of Greenfire, she
hopes the thrift store will help
make Lawrence a greener campus.
“I couldn’t wait to help,”
said Goland. “This amazing
idea is just the start of our
mark of sustainability on this
campus.”
LU Thrift Store employees
have placed donation boxes in
the lobbies of most residence
halls, where students can drop
off clothes they no longer need
or want. While there aren’t any
bins in the group houses on
the Quad or in the small group
houses, residents in these
buildings can leave their donations in the collection bins at
neighboring dorms. Students
can also bring their donations
directly to the thrift store when
it opens.
Jensen says that donations have been pouring in.
“People have already
donated boxes and boxes of
clothes, so there’s not going
to be any shortage of clothing
there,” she said. “But we still, of
course, can always use more.”
The thrift store is mostly
seeking clothing, but it will also
accept books, as well as small
appliances like mini fridges. As
a safety precaution, students

must sign a waiver before taking electronic goods. Jensen
also requests that clothing
should be washed before donation but still advises students
to wash thrifted items before
wearing them. The thrift store
is located near the Hiett laundry room and a public restroom, where students can try
on clothes.
Jensen sees the LU Thrift
Store as a long-term sustainability project that aims to reduce waste, alleviate financial
stress and provide a convenient
place for exchanging goods.
“We want it to go throughout the years and help students
in need, especially low-income
students and international students.”
The thrift store is open 7
days a week from 9 a.m. to 9
p.m. during the academic year.
It will close for the summer on
Thursday, June 8 but will likely
reopen during the first week of
Fall Term. Jensen stated that
she wishes to provide consistent hours to increase accessibility, especially for students
with busy schedules.
Students can follow the
thrift store’s Instagram page
at @luthriftstorelu for updates
or direct questions to luthriftstorelu@gmail.com.

The LU Thrift Store in Hiett room 105.
Photo by Alana Melvin.

Provost and Dean of the Faculty Catherine Kodat to retire in June
Nathan Wall
News Editor

_______________________

THIS

WEEK

Lawrence’s Provost and Dean of
the Faculty, Catherine Kodat, is leaving at the end of June. Kodat has been
in her position since July 2017.
According to Kodat, she is leaving due to a mix of personal and professional reasons. Her family and
friends live on the East Coast, where
she is from, and she said that being

separated from them during the pandemic has been hard. She also commented that five years is a common
term of service for a college administrator.
Kodat added that after retirement, she plans to spend her time
thinking about the challenges facing
higher education, specifically liberal
arts colleges.
“This nation needs liberally educated citizens more than ever,” said
Kodat. “I want to do all I can to sup-

port their future flourishing.”
Kodat’s role as Provost and Dean
of the Faculty is to serve as the top
academic administrator for Lawrence.
Her responsibilities include overseeing faculty reappointment, tenure
and promotion and managing faculty
meetings. She also oversees the Center
for Academic Success, the Wriston Art
Gallery and the Seeley Mudd Library,
among other academic programs at
Lawrence, as well as facilitating connections between the faculty and the
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administration.
History Professor and Associate
Dean of the Faculty Peter Blitstein will
be stepping in as interim Provost and
Dean of the Faculty. Blitstein has been
at Lawrence since 2001 and has taught
history and first-year studies, as well
as contributing to Russian Studies
and Global Studies. He has chaired
the history department in the past and
was appointed to the role of Associate
Dean of the Faculty in 2019.
Blitstein commented that he will
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be overseeing parts of the Strategic
Investment Initiative that are related
to academics. He added that he plans
to serve in the role as long as he is
needed.
Kodat reflected on her time at
Lawrence.
“I feel tremendously fortunate
to have been able to be a part of this
warm and welcoming community of
artists and scholars,” said Kodat.
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Workers at Northland Avenue Starbucks in Appleton push for
union
Marzuka Amal
Staff Writer

_______________________

Starbucks workers at the
location on Northland Avenue
in Appleton filed for union
representation with the National Labor Relations Board
(NLRB) on Friday, April 8,
2022. The ballots are going to
be given out on Thursday, May
26 and counted by Thursday,
June 16.
They are joining more
than 176 Starbucks locations
that have already filed petitions. 84 stores have won
union elections and joined
the union Starbucks Workers
United. Among these unionized stores are two others in
the state of Wisconsin.
The wave of unionization
at Starbucks has caught up to
Appleton for various reasons,
said Fizz McDermott, one of
the workers spearheading the
movement at the Northland
Avenue Starbucks.

McDermott is also a student starting school at Lawrence University in Fall of
2022. She expressed her frustration with various aspects of
working for a company without the workers having a collective voice. She mentioned
that the lack of collective voice
had made it easier for the
workers to be exploited.
Among the many reasons
for unionizing, McDermott
mentioned the starting point
was when Starbucks was going
through a bad fiscal quarter,
leading to reductions in hours
that they were able to work
throughout April and March,
which the workers were unaware of. The reductions made
it difficult for many workers to
live off their job, especially because it was unexpected, mentioned McDermott.
In addition to this, McDermott reported the managerial issues at the Northland
Avenue Starbucks. These is-

sues range from workplace
harassment not being dealt
with right away, workers not
getting paid on time for work
done such as trainings, hours
being decided without input
from the workers and having
to go up the chain of command
for any needs to be heard.
McDermott also pointed out that there was a lot of
anti-union sentiment put out
by her employers. According
to McDermott, they flooded
the backroom with anti-union
posters that claimed unions
only want the workers’ money
and hold no real value.
Regardless of whether
the workers are a part of the
union, unionizing will benefit them all, McDermott said.
Even if the workers decide to
not join the union, the other
workers will hold collective
voice and continue to fight
for all workers, added McDermott.
Senior Terrence Free-

A Starbucks employee holds a Chai latte.
Photo by Alana Melvin.

man, Chair of Appleton Students for a Democratic Society
(SDS), supports the unionization push at Starbucks. He
connected the unionization at
Starbucks to the possibility of
union for workers on campus.
McDermott discussed the

importance of unionization.
“There are three things
you win upon unionization,”
said McDermott. “The right for
collective bargaining making
the workers’ voices cohesive
and giving it more weight, the
right to a union representative

during disciplinary hearings
allowing for a legal representation and accountability, and
the right to unilateral changes,
meaning changes cannot be
made to the structure of the
workplace without consultation with the workers.”

Strategic Investment Initiative advances with approval from Board
of Trusteees
Nathan Wall
News Editor

______________________

The Strategic Investment
Initiative has moved into its
next stage, according to an
email sent to the campus community by President Laurie
Carter on Thursday, May 19.
The plan has been in the works
for months, and now that there
has been a plan put forward
for how to spend the money,
the Board of Trustees has approved the funds.
The planning for the initiative was divided into six
working groups, which are
Academics, Brand Elevation,
Capital & Technology, Diversity, Equity, Inclusion & Antiracism, Employee Compensation
and Recruitment & Retention.
“The Board enthusiastically affirmed our work, allow-

ing us to move forward with
this historic investment in
Lawrence’s future,” said Carter
in the email.
Peter Blitstein, the incoming Interim Provost and Dean
of the Faculty, who has been
selected to fill in for outgoing
Provost and Dean of the Faculty Catherine Kodat, said that
he will be overseeing the implementation of the academic side
of the Strategic Investment
Initiative, which will include
reforms to the academic advising program.
Associate Professor of Art
History Danielle Joyner, who is
on the Brand Elevation working group, commented that elevating Lawrence’s image will
make a Lawrence degree more
meaningful for current, former
and future Lawrence students.
Sophomore
Anders

Hanhan, co-chair of the LUCC
Sustainability Committee, who
is a member of the Capital &
Technology working group, is
excited about the initiative. He
talked specifically about infrastructure and facilities investments.
“It provides a lot of potential for us to make needed improvements to campus,” said
Hanhan.
Vice President for Communication and Marketing
Megan Scott said that initiatives such as Brand Elevation
and Capital & Technology are
already moving forward, while
other aspects of the initiative
will be implemented over the
next three years. She commented that the purpose of
the initiative is to improve the
student experience, enhance
academic programs and make

students feel more welcome on
campus.
According to Vice President for Finance and Administration Samir Datta, the investments in Capital & Technology
were made with accessibility,
inclusion and environmental
sustainability in mind. Datta
named specific projects that
will be worked on, including
the addition of new windows
and bottle fillers in residence
halls, a new plumbing system
in Sage Hall, new LED lights to
replace more energy-intensive
lighting, upgrades to technology in labs and classrooms, new
athletic facilities, the sealing of
water leaks in Steitz and Shattuck Halls and maintenance
that’s been deferred at Lawrence.
According to Scott, student salaries will be enhanced

as part of the Employee Compensation aspect of the initiative. She also promised that
there will be more robust Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and
Antiracism training as well as
a comprehensive review of the
Office of Student Life.
Scott added that the Drew
Street Bridge will be replaced
over the summer, as well as
many of the HVAC (Heating,
Ventilation and Air Conditioning) and electrical systems on
campus. Scott also discussed
the ways in which the Strategic Investment Initiative will
help to address Lawrence’s
retention problems. She mentioned the EAB Navigate system, which she says will help to
streamline and improve communication, identify students
who need academic help and
provide data that will iden-

tify specific populations of students that aren’t being retained
so that Lawrence can provide
targeted support. She also discussed the First-Year Experience (FYE) program, which
she says will help to guide incoming students through the
transition from high school to
college and build a strong community on campus.
To
read
another
Lawrentian story on the
Strategic
Investment
Initiative, scan the code:
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Sean McLaughlin
Sports Editor

______________________________

Sunday, May 22 was the final
day of the Premier League Season,
matchday 38. With only one match
remaining, much was still to be decided in the league table. The title
race was still wide open, with only a
point separating first place Manchester City and chasers Liverpool. A little
further down the table, fourth place
and the final Champions League
berth for the 2022-23 season remained uncertain as well, with just
two points separating Tottenham
Hotspur and Arsenal. Finally, at the
foot of the table, the final spot in the
relegation zone was still to be determined. Everton had managed to pull
clear of the drop zone in the previous match week, but as they sat safe
with four between them and 18th
place, Burnley and Leeds started the
day on 35 and 34 points respectively.
“Championship Sunday,” as the final
day is known, promised immense
drama–and it didn’t disappoint.
The final day contained a few
intriguing storylines that played out
as theatrically as possible. Liverpool

Antonio Gonzalez
Staff Writer

______________________________

Fans of the UFC will have a lot to
look out for this summer, as the MMA
promotion has lined up many shows,
from UFC 275 on June 11 to UFC 277
on July 30, with many fight nights in
between. A total of 6 titles will be on
the line, and numerous contenders
will face off to be the next ones to fight
for the belt. The UFC summer schedule is not finalized by any means, as
there are still empty dates from June
to July and the entire month of August where we may see new matchups
take place as contracts are signed.
UFC 275: The first pay-perview event of the summer starts the
season off strong, as the UFC holds
its first-ever event in Singapore. The
Brazilian legend of the sport, Glover
Texeira, looks to defend his lightheavyweight title for the first time
against the young and surging Czech
striker, Jiri Prochazka. Just before
that, Valentina “Bullet” Shevchenko
looks to defend her title for the 7th
time as she takes on Taila Santos,
who is riding high on her 4-fight win
streak. To warm the crowd up before the title fight, Weili Zhang and
Joanna Jedrzejczyk will fight in the
rematch to 2020’s fight of the year,
which saw the two women duel it out
across 5 rounds. The winner of this
fight will be next up for a shot at the
strawweight title.
UFC 276: The second pay-perview of the summer takes place back
in Nevada and will put title on the
line, as well as immense matchups
that are sure to make waves across
many weight divisions. Middleweight
champion Israel Adesanya makes
his return to the octagon for the sec-
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Premier League Final Day review

needed Manchester City to fail to
win at home to Aston Villa in order
to stand any chance of pipping them
to the title—an Aston Villa side that
was seemingly a pushover side sitting
13th in the table to begin the day and
with a very shaky defense. But the
Villans are managed by Steven Gerrard, a living Liverpool legend, and
their talisman Philippe Coutinho is
a former teammate of Gerrard’s at
Liverpool. As one can see, there was
plenty of motivation to not just roll
over for the title winners-elect.
Liverpool, on the other hand,
had the rather daunting task of
a final-day match at home to the
Wolverhampton Wanderers, one of
the best defensive sides in the league.
As mentioned, they also needed some
help from the unfavored Villa away to
City, one of the toughest fixtures to
take points from in the league.
The day began with quite the
story, as Villa took a first-half lead
through Matty Cash in the 37th minute. With the matches running concurrently, Liverpool fans celebrated
inside Anfield. But they still had plenty of work to do. By this point, Wolves
had already taken a 3rd minute lead.

Sadio Mane had equalized in the 24th
minute, but the draw wouldn’t be
enough as City held a superior goal
difference (the first tie-breaker) and
a Liverpool draw would leave them
level on points. Still, even as Liverpool fans got nervous with the game
still in a draw as the 70th minute approached, they got word that Villa
had scored again through – guess
who? – former Liverpool man himself Coutinho. One goal and Liverpool
would snatch the title.
Or would they? Manchester City
then put on a comeback for the ages,
scoring in the 76th, 78th, and 81st
minutes of play to take a 3-2 lead,
meaning 84th- and 89th-minute Liverpool goals made no difference in
the end, as Manchester City won their
fourth league title in five years.
Though perhaps the dullest dramatic event of the day (how about
that for an oxymoron?), the leadup to
the final match week had enough drama in it to make for quite an exciting
final day for Spurs and Arsenal fans.
Arsenal had already safe Everton to
play at home, while Spurs had to travel to already relegated Norwich City.
On paper, both were expected to win

easily against sides whose fates had
been sealed previously, and so had
nothing to play for. And in the end,
that’s exactly what happened. Both
sides scored five, with Arsenal pummeling Everton 5-1 in a fitting end to
the latter’s terrible season and Spurs
running riot in a 5-0 win against a
hapless Norwich sides.
The real drama had come in previous weeks, with Arsenal very clearly
choking away a lead of four points
with three games remaining in the
season. After 35 matches, Arsenal sat
on 66 points, with Spurs on 62. But
following a loss to Spurs themselves,
as well as a woeful loss away to Newcastle, they only ended on 69 points.
Spurs, on the other hand, finished
with three wins from three, beating
rivals Arsenal alongside Burnley and
Norwich to take nine points from
nine available and pip their London
rivals to fourth spot.
The foot of the table saw almost
as much drama as the top end did.
Burnley had Newcastle at home, while
Brentford traveled to Leeds. Both
sides knew a win would most likely be
enough to secure safety, but neither
match was to be easy. Newcastle has

A summer of fights

been resurgent since January, climbing out of the relegation zone into the
comfort of midtable, while Brentford
is notoriously difficult to break down
and had beaten relegation rival Everton quite easily a few weeks previously. The 20th minute saw Newcastle open the scoring against Burnley
through a Callum Wilson penalty,
which, if the result held, would see
Leeds safe. More bad news hit Burnley fans inside Turf Moor in the second half as news broke that Raphinha
had scored for Leeds in the 56th minute, and it soon got worse as the 60th
minute saw Newcastle double their
lead against Burnley through Wilson’s second. Maxwell Cornet scored
for Burnley in the 69th minute to give
their fans hope, and that hope grew
when Sergi Canos scored for Leeds
in the 78th minute. A win would see
Burnley safe after all. But in a twist
familiar to the title race, that hope
was short- lived, as Jack Harrison
scored a stoppage time screamer to
secure safety for Leeds with a 2-1 win.
Burnley couldn’t find another goal,
losing 2-1, condemning them to a season of Championship football

ond time this year after “defeating”
Robert Whittaker back in February
(Whittaker 3-2). The active champion will look to defend his title for the
5th time against the hard-hitting former heavyweight, Jared Cannonier.
In a unique stylistic matchup, it will

won earlier this year in one of the
biggest upsets ever in the UFC. Next
up is former men’s flyweight champion Brandon Moreno taking on Kai
Kara France in a rematch 3 years in
the making. The fight will be for the
interim Flyweight title as the cham-

June 4: Volkov vs Rozenstruik:
Literally the only fight scheduled for
the night so far and it is two weeks
away from the time I am writing this.
I do not know if the UFC will pull an
entire card out of thin air, but the
headlining fight between these two

a small PPV event as the O2 Arena
in London is sure to be explosive on
this night. Scotsman Paul Craig will
look to add to his 4-fight win streak
against Volkan Oezdemir in a lightheavyweight bout. UFC veteran Alexander Gustafsson will be coming

be interesting to see if Adesanya can
contend with Cannonier across all aspects of MMA. The second title fight
of the night will see the 3rd match
between current featherweight champion Alexander Volkanovski and former champion Max Holloway. Volkanovski won the featherweight title
off of Holloway back in 2019 and defended it against Holloway again the
following year. Both fights were close
scrapes, with the unanimous and
split decisions going to Volkanovski.
The two have been set to fight again,
as both fighters have cleaned out the
rest of the Featherweight contenders,
including Brian Ortega, Calvin Kattar, Korean Zombie and Yair Rodriguez, with relative ease.
Other fights that fans are looking toward include the return of
Sean O’Malley as he takes on Pedro
Munhoz for a chance at climbing the
ranks of the bantamweight division.
A sleeper matchup which I think will
contend for a possible fight of the
night, if Volkanovski versus Holloway does not take it, is Brad Riddell
taking on Jalin Turner, as the two are
hard- hitting and very technical lightweight strikers. It is a fight to look
out for and one that will likely make a
mark on the division rankings.
UFC 277: The last pay-per-view
of the summer so far will host the immediate rematch of Amanda Nunes
versus Julianna Peña for the women’s bantamweight belt, which Peña

pion Deividson Figueireido sustained
an injury before he was set to fight
Moreno for the 4th time in a row.
The card does not stop there, as the
fan favorite heavyweight and knockout artist Derrick “The Black Beast”
Lewis makes his return against a
younger Russian knockout artist,
Sergei Pavlovich. This fight may set
the pace for the rest of Lewis’ career,
as he is coming off of two knockout
defeats in a row. Another return,
this one a lot longer in the making,
is the return of former middleweight
champion and self-renowned “Samurai,” Luke Rockhold, as he faces off
against Paulo Costa (Brazilian Ricky
Martin on steroids). This fight should
be an interesting one on the feet if
Rockhold has learned to guard his
chin during his 3-year layoff and
if Costa decides to not weigh in at
light-heavyweight for a middleweight
fight. In a more serious fight, veteran
Anthony Smith will take on the surging Russian Magomed Ankalaev in a
light-heavyweight fight that will place
either fighter within title contention,
as the two are on 3- and 8-fight win
streaks respectively.
Fight Nights: Throughout the
summer, the UFC fight nights are
plentiful, making weekends between
PPVs more exciting as the headliners seek to make a statement in their
respective divisions. Here are a few
fights and dates to watch out for to
see exciting fights.

UFC veteran heavyweights should either be a snooze fest or a show as the
two boast impressive striking backgrounds.
June 18: Kattar vs Emmett: The
headline fight will likely be fireworks,
as the two featherweights are heavyhanded strikers with the ability to
end a fight within a blink. The veterans Donald Cerrone and Joe Lauzon
will be taking to the cage for what
hopefully is the last fight for both.
July 9: Dos Anjos vs Fiziev: The
headline match-up has been a longawaited one as it is a rescheduling
of a fight that was set for earlier this
year. Veteran Rafael Dos Anjos will
take on Rafael Fiziev to determine
who is the better Rafael. In seriousness, this fight will have massive implications for both fighters as they
are title-hungry competitors who
want to carve out their names in the
lightweight division. Keep your eyes
open, as Fiziev’s striking is lightningfast and will be put to its hardest test
to date with the always well-rounded
and hard-hitting Dos Anjos. Caio
Borralho will also take to the cage
against Armen Petrosyan. I do not
know much about either fighter, but
the two have put on amazing fights
in their very short MMA careers
from what I have seen and are hungry, dangerous and undefeated in the
UFC.
July 23: Blaydes vs Aspinall:
This London fight night is essentially

out of retirement to take on Nikita
Krylov at light-heavyweight. Molly
“Meatball” McCann will look to stun
her home crowd again this year as
she takes on Hannah Goldy in her
second London event of the year. Her
last fight ended in one of the most
brutal spinning elbow knockouts the
UFC has ever seen. Liverpool native
Darren Till will take on Jack Hermansson in a stylistically unfavorable
matchup for Till but a good fight to
display the improved grappling ability he has developed training with
Khamzat Chimaev. Both fighters are
coming off losses and need wins to
keep a respectable ranking among
the very talented middleweight division. Tom Aspinall will headline his
second London fight of the year, as
the young and composed Englishman
will take on veteran Curtis Blaydes
at heavyweight. Aspinall has looked
untouchable on his way through the
rankings, finding his place at #6 in
the world. Curtis Blaydes, long-time
contender and world-class wrestler, sits at the #4 spot. Aspinall has
been undefeated in his 5 UFC fights
so far and has never gone past the
2nd round, finishing all of his fights.
Blaydes is coming off a 2-fight win
streak and looks to make his claim at
a title shot with another victory. The
winner of this fight will either need
one more fight to earn a title shot or
get moved right along to contend for
Francis Ngannou’s belt.
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The Cows Have Eyes
THE LAWRENTIAN

By David Mozurkewich

Lawrence University Creative Writing Club Spring Serial Story: Finale
“Sorry, girl. You know it has to
be done.”
I massage the back of Bessie’s
throat as the needle goes in, plunging
deeper and deeper until its contents
have been expelled into my friend’s
system. My teeth worry a stalk of
long grass between them. No matter
how many sacrifices I make, it never
gets easier. Bessie snaps weakly at my
fingers, but I pull them away. Soon,
the potion will suffuse her, and I can
send her off.
There’s gonna be a big festival in
Potterfield tonight, and anyone who’s
anyone’ll be goin’. Catering supplied
by Joe’s Diner. Beef supplied by yours
truly.
One last round of burgers, and
finally it’ll be over.
I sense footsteps and turn
around. “My Lord.”
My visitor’s lips curl in displeasure, and he narrows his cow-eyes;
the one part of his disguise that isn’t
disgusting. “I have told you not to
call me that in this form, Lonny. And
must you chew that at all times?”
I sigh and spit out the grass
with a ‘pfah.’ “Ya know the grass
keeps me calm, my l-- sorry. Mister
Martin.” Now it’s my turn to grimace.
I know it’s necessary, but I can’t stand
treating him like just one of those
two-legged apes. I can only hope it’s
over soon. “I don’t understand how
they stand it, havin’ these tiny teeth
and only one stomach. This ‘Farmer
Cranston’ act… it can’t be over with

soon enough.”
“Spare me the dramatics.” Wide,
dark pupils roll in my lord’s eyes. “I
haven’t asked for your opinion on
your job, only that you do it. Now,
have you done it, Lonny?”
“Of course, sir,” I say, a little
insulted that he’d doubt my devotion. “Bessie here’s the last one.” The
cow in question’s sunk to her knees,
her eyes having gone dull. Another
apology whispers through my head.
Still, you can’t exterminate chickens
without breakin’ a few eggs.
‘G. Martin’s’ disgusting human
mouth widens into a sneer. “Show
me.”
“‘Course.” I drag a cooler out
from a corner of my barn, and flip it
open to reveal the trampled body of
Anton Bellarose, packed in ice. Far
as I’m concerned, the man deserved
what he got for presumin’ to try and
command my Lord. Still, the Lord
says grant him our gift, so who am I
to judge?
I grab the syringe from before
and stick it into poor Bessie once
more, this time plungin’ in reverse to
draw out some of her blood. Then I
wrench open Mr. Bellarose’s mouth
and dribble it down his throat. With
the stuff bein’ this concentrated, it’s
only moments before his body begins
to melt and turn bovine. Soon, he’ll
wake up as one of us - just like that
fortune teller. “See, sir? Once the
villagers partake of her tonight, us
cows’ll rule Potterfield.”

“Good.” My Lord allows himself
a small smile. “And as for our little…
problem cases?”
“All handled, sir. That old codger Marlin’s still locked up in his
office writin’ his nutjob memoirs, and
it’ll be a miracle if Joe -” My lips curl
in displeasure at the name of the man
who turns our brethren into burgers, even if his foolishness is key to
our plan - “gets through the festival
before havin’ a nervous breakdown.
That EMT kid may think he knows
better than everyone else, but I sent
him off on a wild goose chase when
he came to ask me about that incident with the car. Even that traitor
Jane and her pet human still think
Bellarose was their real enemy!”
I scoff. “Every one of them thinks
they’re the one who knows what’s
really goin’ on. Idiots.”
“Well done, Lonny… You’ve
served me well. Sowing confusion…
sowing fear… and sowing the very
seeds of this town’s revelation. When
news of what happened here spreads,
these humans will rush to Consume
Naught but Poultry, just as we’ve told
them to. Not even knowing that the
heart of their defense was controlled
by me all along…”
I chuckle. That had been a stroke
of genius on my Lord’s part… founding a business empire in his human
guise that struck at our eternal foes
the chickens even as it provided a
false flag to rally to and poured its
profits into laws which would limit

Goosepimples
cheered and relaxed almost until the
sun went down.
At this event, there were incredibly talented Black singers, songwriters, poets, and dancers I had never
seen at any other open mics, and I’ve
been to a lot of them. To everyone
out there who found Melanin Music
“exclusionary”, I challenge you to
think about all the other opportunities white creatives get to show off
their talent at Lawrence and who is
really excluded every single day in
this predominantly white institution
we attend.
Even during this most relaxing
period of my day, I was still frustrated thinking about how many barriers
and opponents this event had in the
way of its success.
I think a lot of us have been
waiting to “return to normal”, since
the complete failure of a maskfriendly first two weeks of Spring
term, since two years ago when the
pandemic started. We’re waiting to
find some semblance of routine, so
we can know we’re okay, that things
will get better. But over the past three
months, as I keep waiting for something that hasn’t come, and as the
“normal” people talk about is increasingly backwards, racist, and steeped
in the toxicity of your-only-valueas-a-human-being-is-your-ability-towork late stage capitalism, I’ve realized I haven’t the slightest idea what
“normal” means. What is normal? At
what point in your life are things ever
just “normal”? Is “normal” something we even want or need?”
I read a poem in my Expressions
of Ethnicity class last week called
“New Days Lyric'' by Amanda
Gorman. Gorman addresses this
narrative that the media, Lawrence
administration, and even our government keep talking about of striving to
return to normal, to go back to a time
before masks, before vaccines and
sickness and death, when we could go
about our days without fear.
They promise: “Oh you know,

My thoughts swirl through the
void. I see a drop of water, inky
black, and then it resolves into the
Earth. Turning. Such a little planet, to matter so much. I jump over
the moon and out, out, out, further
into the cosmos. I see asteroids and
comets. Stars and nebulas. A galaxy
swirling around a sphere of darkness, black, black, black as a widened
pupil.
They say a cow will always die
in a black hole.
They’re wrong.
I pull further and further out,
the galaxy shrinking to clusters of
galaxies to all the known universe
to all that is unknown until at last I
can see it.

All of reality, the countless
worlds that are our bovine birthright, are nothing but specks. Drops
of milk, dancing in the dreaming eye
of a cow.
My Lord’s true form.
The eye twitches. Stirs. A cluster
of galaxies goes spinning out of the
pupil and dissolves as it starts to
focus, turning to look directly at me.
I’m struck by a deep, otherworldly terror as the eye of my God
stares, its power engulfing me… And
then it droops once more, sliding
back into its universal dream.
Only now do I think to wonder
what would truly happen, should a
world of cows gather, all praying to
one being in unison.
Would it truly allow him to
answer our prayers, grant us the
dominion we desire?
Or would our racket just wake
him up?
Un effet bœuf.
I -- I have to tell somebody! I
have to-I awake. I stumble for a moment
on four legs, then tear a bundle of
grass from the ground, swallowing it
down. It calms me. Whatever it was in
that dream had me so worried, it can’t
be that important.
I let out a contented moo.

Hungry Creature 7

By Madeleine Corum

Song of the Week: "Channel
Zero" by Raury
Y’all, it’s been a rough couple
of weeks. Actually, it feels like this
whole term has been one new type of
hell after the other.
After the intensity of 8th week
on top of some personal struggles,
for some reason I decided the best
way to recharge on Saturday would
be to stay out and about at Zoo Days
and the recess field day for a good six
hours. Don’t get me wrong, the cotton candy and real-live kittens and
puppies were everything I dreamed
they would be, but by the time I
was walking home from capture the
flag around 5:45pm after leaving my
room at 12:30pm, I was beat. It was
not exactly the lazy Saturday I was
hoping for.
Am I the only one who feels just
caught in the undertow? At some
point probably way back in the slog
of winter term, I got stranded at
sea far from shore, and now I’m
stuck there. I swim toward the shore,
pumping my arms as hard as I can,
then just when my toes touch sand
I get bombarded by a new wave that
knocks me back again. Sometimes
I make it close enough to walk, that
slow moon-walk you do in waist-toshoulder-deep water, twisting your
whole body just to move one step.
But the minute I make one slip-up
or lose my balance, the waves knock
me back again. I’ve tried lying on my
back and just coasting for a while to
save my strength, hoping the waves
will gradually carry me back to shore.
But when I lift my head again, it feels
like I’ve just drifted further out.
On my walk home, I ran into a
friend, and we decided to just sit on
the grass outside Warch to watch
the Melanin Music performances for
the rest of the day. It turned out to
be exactly what I needed. We got
dinner—a godsend of boneless wings,
sweet potato fries and mediocre soft
serve from the commons—spread
out a blanket, and just listened and

the renegade Jane Doe’s movements.
“And then our armies can sweep
across the galaxy. At last, the Milky
Way’ll live up to its namesake.” I
hesitate. “Only, my Lord…”
“Yes, Lonny?”
I kneel, and dare to speak once
more. “Is… is it over? Is there anythin’ more you need me to do?”
“Hmm…” He fixes me with a
stare as dark as night, considering.
And then places his hands on my
head, one palm resting on either
cheek. “No, Lonny. You’ve done your
duty. You may rest now.”
“Thank you, Lord… Thank
you…”
He twists, and my neck gives
way with a snap.

By Mara Logan

one of these days we’re going to get
back to normal. These unions are
temporary. These protests are temporary. Soon we will get back to normal.”
Gorman says: “Even if we never
get back to normal, someday we
can venture beyond it. To leave the
known and take the first steps. So let
us not return to what was normal, but
reach toward what is next.”
I’ve been waiting for something
that hasn’t come for two months,
for two years, and eventually, I’m
going to have to admit to myself
that what I’m waiting for is the past,
not the future. Gorman offers us,
in a world that will hopefully never
return to normal, a mindset, a reaching toward, a turning our attention
toward, instead of away from, what
is, instead of what could be.
As things become less and less
certain, and the only constant in my
life is the lack of consistency, all I can
do is reach for and become comfortable with my discomfort.
Who need the plate with no
piece of the pie? Why go to work
when we’re all gonna die? Why
should I slave till I’m sixty years old?
You’re going broke after selling your
soul when you could…
Just be at peace with the
moment.
How I’m at peace with the
moment.

Bad Lawrence Poetry #6
By Kelly Foy

Believe me when I tell you,
I thought it was
No Moe May.
I said,
What did Moe do?
Moe is a first-year.
From a small town
He’s a computer science major,
But just took an art class
That will change his life.
Why, students, do we
Rally against him?
Oh,
“Mow” you say.
That makes sense.
As ninth week rolls past,

Like an urn of churned butter
Ponder about other campus
CONTROVERSIES.
Do you recall, for weeks,
Fortnights,
Months,
Someone obliterated,
Presumably,
An ice cream sandwich,
By smashing it against the glass
Of the cafe.
The first day, I chortled.
It was up for weeks.
Tours saw it.
Prospective students greeted with
the

aromatic sensation
of a mushed up
Ice cream bar.
Was the person who smashed it,
A genius?
Was it a ploy to
Decrease enrollment?
What if a prospective student…
Loved it?
Thought it was modern art?
To me, it was humanity.
Was it Moe?
He’s into that modern art stuff
now…
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By Jeff Mason

The following is a work of satire.
A good reader of satire never
takes anything at face value.
I’ve been hiding something
from you, dear reader. I’ve written
eight satires in this student newspaper, laying out my secret plan all
along the way. I’ve done everything
short of leaving a cipher for you
all. When I wrote a piece entitled
“Super Auto Pets and the Death of
Transrealism,” it was all too easy to
believe I was simply writing a satire,
pointing out the ridiculous strings
some people will draw between two
completely unrelated things. But
the astute among you may have
noticed that I was not really writing about not really writing about a
mobile game and its connection to a
modern literary movement.
Maybe the truth is still a little
too opaque? I’ll point you to another satire in this spring’s newspaper. “Tips and Tricks for a Healthy
Lawrence Life.” An article about
the worst possible way to spend
your last few weeks as a graduating
senior here at Lawrence. Look a
little closer and you’ll find it — the
key to my master plan. At least, I
should hope.
I’ve locked someone’s soul
away in this paper. There you go.
There’s the twist.
A good satire inserts something absurd that could not possibly be true to show how ridiculous
something real is.
Yes, of course. I locked someone’s soul away in the words of a few
newspaper articles. But this article
is a satire and you all are too smart
for that. You are all well aware that
all satirists are either half-assers
or nihilists — we take something
absurd and we make a little laugh
about it to say “look how smart I
am.” But the reader can never do
that. You can’t read a piece of satire
and walk away feeling smarter, or
as if you are in on an elaborate joke.
You have to feel cheated — that’s
why, fun fact, if you look up any
person in history who wrote satire
for a living, they died at the hands
of an angry mob.
Are you still with me? Definitely
not — good. You’re reading satire —
don’t forget that. Nothing here can
be taken at face value.
A good satire will never come
right out and say what it means. It
derives small meanings from the
absurd, which makes interpretation

rather messy.
You might be asking yourself,
Why did this Jeff guy write such
a confusing garbled mess? This
reads like Plato or some other guy I
was supposed to read for class but
didn’t. I kinda liked his other satire
articles — this is nonsense. Satire is
nonsense. If you come away from
satire with anything but a cheeky
pompous laugh, you’re doing it
wrong. But I haven’t laughed yet?
Good. We’re just laughing next to
you.
A good satire can only ever be
external. It is about external things
— society, politics, the arts, the
news. It can never be internal.
Okay, you caught me. I never
actually did leave a piece of someone’s soul in these newspaper articles. I’ve been writing a satire this
whole time. That would be absurd,
wouldn’t it? How could writing ever
leave a piece of someone’s soul in it?
A good satirist doesn’t insert
himself into the satire. That would
be too genuine.
I’d like to tell you something.
You’re the satire reader. Tell me if
this is excrement or not:
There’s a quote I love from The
Catcher in the Rye about getting
to the end of a story: “you wish the
author that wrote it was a terrific
friend of yours and you could call
him up on the phone whenever you
felt like it.” I like to imagine this
desire is something that only the
touching of souls can create. When
you finish a good book, you don’t
want to shoot the bull about a story
the author wrote, use them like an
encyclopedia. You want to get to
know their soul, where this beauty
came from. Because you’ve felt it,
haven’t you? Screw Barthes. Screw
Nabokov and all the great writers
who thought that words were for the
tongue. Words are for the soul.
Now, when the author is full
of it, that makes it a little more difficult.
I find myself at the last few
paragraphs of the last satire I will
ever write for the Lawrentian.
There’s an outbreak on campus this
time of year — President’s Ball 2.0 —
an outbreak of the soul. Each of us
in the graduating class is feeling it a
little different than the next, a little
different the next day. Melancholy
is the mood I’m going with tonight.
I’m reading myself. I’m looking

Week 9 Horoscopes
By Kelly Foy

Please do not actually do some of these or you may be penalized by law <3

Aries: Husk as much corn as
you can, be ahead of the curve. I
sense a corn shortage happening.
Iowa is drifting away from the rest of
the states as WE SPEAK.
Taurus: Start wearing a cape
around just in case the avengersrecruiter-guy is walking around campus. You never know. Right place
right time.
Gemini: It's high time that
someone mixed funfetti cake mix
with charcoal toothpaste. Without
people creating these mixtures society loses everything.
Cancer: Nail horseshoes into
the wall of your dorm and run a fullfunctioning saloon out of it. Your CA
will think its so cool that they simply
have to let it keep happening.
Leo: It’s time for you to dress
up as a wizard and sit in on LUCC
general council meetings. Where is
the wizard position? Bring a wand,
too.
Virgo: Consider doing one of
those 60 second do-as-many-as-youcan math problem work sheets. It
will increase your brain power and
make you seem wicked smart.

Libra: Please create a new
cream cheese flavor. I, for one, am
quite bored with the current selection.
Scorpio: Start your own glass
making business. Find a beach with
A LOT of sand and simply turn it into
glass! Voila!
Sagittarius: Focus on fixing
public transportation. There’s too
many trains. It’s time to implement
boats in cities. Carve out streets and
make them into canals. Start with
College Ave.
Capricorn: Find a dictionary
and make a crown out of the loose
sheets of paper. It’s sustainable an
you might learn a thing or two!
Aquarius: Put so much oil in
your hair that people think you’ve
just taken a shower. Before they even
ask, remind them, “It’s oil”. They will
be so impressed. You will also be a
fire hazard.
Pisces: Use a bunch of crayons to make stilts. Like, build them
so high that people wont even see
you, they will just see the crayons.
People love crayons, they will be so
surprised!

back at the eight articles I’ve written for the paper and I’m reminding
myself of the rulesI believe about
satire and I am melancholy. How
can a face emerge when nothing in
satire can be taken at face value?
Good satire is meaningful for
readers, and good readers of good
satire come away enriched. Satire
develops a critical eye. When we
forget how to read satire, we get
Tucker Carlson. We get lazy. We
know what words mean, but we
can’t build meaning out of them.
We see a face but we are blind to the
meaning. Do you follow me?
What happens when you write
a satire of a satire? If it were meaningless, if the absurd really was the
foundation of everything satire, the
laughs would be doubly so. Reality
would be one step more distorted.
Everything would be a blur of mirrors, a cheeky joke about a cheeky
joke. There could be no end to it.
But what if it did mean something?
Maybe if you write a satire about
a satire, maybe it doesn’t get more
absurd. Maybe a satire of a satire is
just an essay. A piece of writing that
just comes right out and says what it
means to say. Meaning without veil.
Soul to soul.
Maybe it’s a confusing mess
that no one follows…
Or maybe we all came away
from these articles a little more
skeptical of the disingenuous, a
little better at recognizing what is
real.
Lawrence, it’s been real.

5

Pen and Ink

By Mikayla Henry
During one of my classes, we were told to create a project that focused
on an author we had read during the term. I had decided to focus on Emily
Dickinson and her supposed romance with her friend Susan Gilbert. While the
romance was never confirmed, many historians and Dickinson fans argue that
the idea is highly plausible, especially after reading Dickinson’s numerous letters and poems to Gilbert.
With this in mind, I decided to study these poems and supposed love letters and use sections of them to create my own poems that focused on their
love story, thus allowing it to still be Dickinson’s own voice in the end.
The Dragon’s Hoard
I pursued to own a Susan of my own, designed with burnished
copper for hair, and piercing peridots for eyes, cut
with a jeweler’s precision. I reserved you
a throne within my mind, waiting to reap your benefits.
I underestimated your value, taking the low appraisals
of others to heart. You inspired feelings so like gems – you were radiant, rare,
and unfortunately worth robbing.
I would give for an easier pain, than when
my riches shrank. Your riches taught me
poverty, which I now slipped my simple fingers through.
Maybe now you’re held fast
in a safer hand – a soft grip rather than
the bruising clutch of
my claws.
Sue and Emily – Forevermore
The preacher, whose name is love,
foresaw the many a bitterness that have been,
but tis little I can do. I have had enough.
Let me be happy for all my sadness.
No matter what realm I forfeit, Lord, continue me in this.
Let her be Sue while I am Emily, both
in package lain. We will lie
side by side in the kirkyard, mingling our loves
together, soon to be simple trusting spirits
denied admittance to your hidden garden. For you alone
are what can separate us
from any whom we love.

The Angel of Death
By Quinn Vincent
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Nathan Wall

Administration commits to climate action

News Editor
________________________________

On Friday, April 22, President Laurie
Carter signed the United Nations Second
Nature Climate Pledge, which commits
higher education institutions to develop
a Climate Action Plan within three years,
and structures to develop the plan within
two months of signing. The plan also commits Lawrence to track and evaluate progress on Lawrence’s climate action.
However, students from the LUCC
Sustainability Committee expressed concerns and frustrations about this process
and Lawrence’s commitment to sustainability.
Junior Adya Kadambari, co-chair
of the LUCC Sustainability Committee,
acknowledged that the signing of the
climate pledge is a good step towards
sustainability, but she wants to see more
in order to ensure this pledge isn’t performative. She feels that Lawrence must
acknowledge and facilitate the sustainability work that students do and open up a
conducive dialogue moving forward to the
future. Kadambari wants to see Lawrence
commission an environmental impact
study, to examine the actions that need to
be taken to make the institution sustainable.
Kadambari emphasized the impact
that one institution can have on the fight

for sustainability, and the power that
students have to make that happen. She
encouraged students to reach out to her
at adya.kadambari@lawrence.edu if they
have suggestions.
“There is an Environmental Project
Fund that you as students contribute $15
a year to,” said Kadambari. “We highly
encourage students to pursue their ideas
by applying for this fund.”
Sophomore Anders Hanhan, the
other co-chair of the LUCC Sustainability
Committee, said that the committee came
up with the idea to commit Lawrence to
carbon neutrality at the beginning of the
school year. This went to the Sustainability
Steering Committee after clearing LUCC
Sustainability, and according to Hanhan,
the Sustainability Steering Committee
asked Carter to sign the United Nations
Second Nature Climate Pledge, which he
said is a concrete commitment to climate
action.
However, Hanhan took issue with
the fact that the Lawrence Administration
decided to wait until Earth Day and felt
that waiting to sign it was a bad idea
because Lawrence is behind on sustainability. Hanhan feels that Lawrence
delayed the signing to get press for the
school by signing it on a holiday and
agreed with Kadambari that Lawrence
takes credit for the work students do. He
commented that he wasn’t invited to the

event even though he played a large part
in coming up with the idea.
“The concern is not that I’m not
speaking at this event,” said Hanhan. “The
concern is that there are multiple ways in
which students at this school are doing a
lot of hard work [to come up with ideas]
and then the school will do those things
without paying students and use them as
marketing material.”
However, Hanhan commended
Lawrence for keeping most of its endowment out of energy stocks and added that
the new administration at Lawrence has
made sustainability a priority in ways
previous administrations haven’t. Hanhan
and Kadambari both expressed a desire
for Lawrence’s sustainability staff to have
more support and funding.
Sustainability and Special Projects
Fellow in the President’s Office Grace
Subat praised the commitment to the
Second Nature Pledge. She responded to
Kadambari’s comment about an environmental impact study.
“Having some sort of study...is essentially what we are doing.” said Subat.
Subat added that conversations about
students feeling burdened by sustainability work and staff needing more support
have been part of discussions but said that
she wasn’t necessarily the person who can
do anything about this.
Christyn Abaray, Chief of Staff to

the President, commented that the concerns listed by Hanhan and Kadambari
have been discussed in meetings between
students and staff on sustainability. She
agreed that students should not be feeling the burden of sustainability work and
wants students to know that they can contact the Sustainability Steering Committee
for assistance on sustainability projects.
Abaray said that a lot of the sustainability work is done behind the scenes and
is not easily visible to the community. She
added that Lawrence was able to use a
grant from the Cargill Foundation to fund
sustainable projects on campus which
were directly visible to the community.
According to Abaray, that grant ended
after the 2020-2021 school year. She feels
that these projects were visible in the community and benefit students and added
that the Sustainability Steering Committee
understands the need for a new, efficient
way to fund sustainability projects at
Lawrence.
Abaray also feels that the signing of
the Second Nature Climate Pledge is a university-wide initiative, which incorporates
and credits students and staff alike.
“We celebrate that the university
was able to take such a big step towards
creating a more sustainable campus and a
future for our planet,” said Abaray.
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A fond farewell to Bonny Sucherman
Nathan Wall

News Editor
________________________________

Lawrence’s Assistant Director of
Residential Education (ResEd) and
Housing Bonny Sucherman is departing
from Lawrence at the beginning of June.
Sucherman will be serving as Director of
Residence Life at Lake Forest College in
Lake Forest, Ill.
Sucherman has been at Lawrence
since 2017. She was the Residence Hall
Director (RHD) for Hiett Hall and the
smaller residential buildings, including the
quad houses, the lofts in Colman Hall and
the houses on East Boldt Way. In 2019,
she became Assistant Director of ResEd
and Housing while continuing to serve
as RHD. This academic year was her first
year solely as Assistant Director.
One of Sucherman’s proudest
achievements at Lawrence has been helping to reform the Community Advisor
(CA) role on campus. She recalled that
CAs were known as Residence Life
Advisors (RLA) during her first year here,
and they worked six hours a week. She
said that this led to residents not getting
the help they needed, and student staff not
being compensated enough. Sucherman
was part of the team that increased the job
to 10 hours per week with more community building. She’s also proud of developing the programming requirements during
CA training, which she believes helps CAs
more fully support incoming students.
Sucherman commented that she’s
moving on because her family and friends
still live in the Chicago area. She added
that she wants to continue serving as a
leader in student and residence life and
is thinking about applying for a Dean of
Students role at some point. She feels
good about the changes she’s made
at Lawrence and feels confident that
Lawrence will be in good hands with its
housing staff during the next academic
year.
She reflected on the challenges she
experienced in her role, stating that her
department was often understaffed, meaning that staff members were taking on
more work than they had the capacity to
do. She added that this was frustrating
because she wanted to do more to support
students.
Sucherman also discussed her relationship with students at Lawrence and
feels that she understands when students
struggle because she faced challenges during her time in college. Sucherman graduated from Beloit College in Beloit, Wis.,
and thought about transferring her first

year. Although things turned out very well
for her after the first year, she recognizes
that it was connections and community
that led to her staying and having a meaningful college experience. She knows what
it feels like to not know who you can go to

ward. She commented that, while there
are great parts of the Lawrence experience, those aren’t always accessible to
everyone, and that Lawrence needs to look
at the student experience holistically.
“If you’re coming on tour and real

Assistant Director of Residential Education and Housing Bonny Sucherman.
Photo provided by Lawrence University on SmugMug.

for help and feels that this experience has
led her to be someone who advocates for
and listens to students.
“I do actually care.” said Sucherman.
“When I’m interacting with [students]...I
want them to leave that interaction knowing that.”
She also mentioned that empathy is
an important value that has helped her in
her role.
“I can’t understand what any individual is going through,” said Sucherman.
“But I get it...that informs a lot of my
work.”
Looking to the future of Lawrence,
Sucherman believes that improving the
student experience is key to creating an
institution that is sustainable going for-
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Lawrentian?
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izing that...there’s only one hall that
I can really live in because it’s the only
space that’s accessible to me, you’re probably going somewhere else.” Sucherman
said.
She believes there are other areas
Lawrence needs to work on too, including
making systemic change for students from
historically marginalized communities.
She wants to see Lawrence build an institution that’s welcoming for students that
it wasn’t always designed for, as we move
into the future. She also talked about the
need to invest in facilities and Wellness
Services. Fundamentally, she wants students to feel like they belong and have a
positive experience.
Sucherman also discussed the need
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for community building. She believes
that it starts with relationship building
and transparency about the meaning of
community and the importance of connections. She believes that we need to be
mindful of how our actions affect each
other, and not just ourselves.
“It’s easier to care about the members of your community when you know
the members of your community.” said
Sucherman.
Sucherman is confident in the CA
team selected this year and stated that the
current and incoming CAs are “fantastic.”
She has been proud to see more and more
CA applications each year and feels that
the incoming class of CAs are passionate
and dedicated because they’ve seen many
of the problems on campus this year.
Sucherman had words of advice for
her successor.
“Really listen to the students.” said
Sucherman “But also trust what you
know.”
Sophomore LJ Jensen, who knows
Sucherman through her own CA application process and is working on setting up
a permanent campus thrift store, commented that Sucherman played a big role
in making the thrift store possible.
Sucherman’s colleagues in the
Residential Education department commented on her departure.
“I only had the privilege of working
with Bonny for a year, but in that time,
she served as a true mentor and friend.”
said Kate Slisz, RHD for Colman, Big
Exec, Draheim and Brokaw Halls. “The
intentionality and care that Bonny puts
into her work and towards relationship
and community building is something I
will always remember, admire and strive
to emulate.”
“Bonny took on more administrative
work than her position called for and we
couldn’t have survived COVID as a department without her leadership and expertise.” said Travis Loepfe, RHD for Ormsby
and Hiett Halls. “While I am sad to see
her go, I believe her positive impact to our
department will provide lasting benefits
to the future of Residential Education and
Housing at Lawrence.”
As for me, I have worked with
Sucherman closely over the past year. She
was the second staff member I interviewed
when I began writing for The Lawrentian
and I’ve learned a lot from her. She is
kind, helpful, professional and always
centers students. She will be missed at
Lawrence, but Lake Forest will be lucky
to have her. I hope that her successor will
love students as much as she does.
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Helen Panshin

Lawrence University Wind Ensemble concert

Staff Writer

_____________________________

The Lawrence University Wind
Ensemble (LUWE), directed by
Kimberly-Clark Professor of Music
and Director of Bands Andrew Mast,
performed their last concert of the
year on Saturday, May 21 in the
Memorial Chapel. The program presented a refreshing offering, consisting of three contemporary pieces all
composed within the last 30 years.
The program began with “Lux
Aeterna,” a composition by Lawrence
alumnus Evan Williams ‘11. Williams
originally wrote this piece for brass
quintet, and LUWE’s concert represented the premier of the piece’s wind
ensemble arrangement.
“Lux Aeterna” translates to
“Eternal Light” and is the title of a
Gregorian chant from the requiem
mass. Williams incorporated this
chant into his composition, presenting it in various forms, including, in
his words, “a hopeful hymn, a joyous

celebration, a sinister dance, [and] a
malicious taunt.”
The piece opened with senior
Eviatar Shlosberg playing a trumpet
solo of the chant's melody, which was
then passed between different instruments in the ensemble. The opening section created a mysterious and
anticipatory, almost ominous atmosphere.
Mast described the middle section as featuring “pointed energy,”
which came through clearly in the
ensemble’s performance; while the
section did have a melody taking us
through it, the focus was more on
individual moments or impulses.
After returning to its opening
section, the piece made several grandiose outbursts before becoming
sparser, with only one section playing at a time, as though fizzling out.
The piece ended with a quiet cymbal
crash, which to me seemed like a wisp
of smoke.
The second piece on the program

The Lawrence Wind Ensemble performs "Lux Aeterna" (2021) by Evan Williams ’10.
Screenshot from livestream.

was Lowell Liebermann’s Concerto for
Piccolo and Orchestra, arranged by
Keiichi Kurokawa, for which the soloist was junior Cynthia Kaiser, winner
of the 2022 Wind Ensemble Concerto
Competition.
The first movement, marked
andante comodo, seemed to represent
complete tranquility and untouched
perfection. It made me think of a
fantasy land, a feeling aided by the
ethereal presence of the harp within
the ensemble, as well as the birdlike trills of the piccolo. While the
middle section of this movement was
more agitated and unsettled, it had
returned to its sense of unspoiled
beauty by its ending.
The second movement, adagio,
started off mournfully. When the piccolo entered, Kaiser played gracefully
so that I imagined a delicate butterfly
above the darker landscape of the
other instruments. After a trumpet
solo, several sections, including the
flutes, played in unison with the piccolo, continuing this theme as the

piccolo began more intricate ascending runs.
Later in the movement, the
piccolo was accompanied only by a
monotonous rhythm on the vibraphone. Other instruments joined
gradually, including the double bass,
which emphasized downbeats with
accents. The piccolo then became
increasingly fluttery and frantic, as
though the butterfly felt encroached
upon and was trying to escape.
Towards the end of the movement, the slow music took on a reverential character -- evidently my
imagined butterfly had been captured
despite its best efforts.
The concerto’s final movement,
presto, was full of tense energy and
seemed halfway between a race
and a funeral march. This movement featured distorted quotes from
multiple familiar pieces, including
Sousa’s “Stars and Stripes Forever”
and Mozart’s Symphony No. 40 in g
minor, K. 550, which, instead of creating a ceremonial character, instead

Junior Cynthia Kaiser, the 2022 Wind Ensemble concerto competition winner, performs
"Concerto for Piccolo and Orchestra" (1996) by Lowell Liebermann.
Screenshot from livestream.

primarily added an uneasiness or eeriness, though the piece came to an
intuitive resolution at its end.
The program’s final piece was
Symphony No. 2 “Voices” by James
Stephenson, which LUWE performed
with Stephenson as guest conductor.
Stephenson was asked to write this
piece for The President’s Own Marine
Band in 2016. His mother passed
away as he was preparing to write
the piece, and the music expresses his
process of grappling with and grieving
her loss.
Stephenson explained that his
mother was an alto in their church
choir who sang with an untrained,
pure-tone voice, and that the piece
rather uniquely features a voice
among the wind ensemble instruments for this reason.
The first movement of the symphony, titled “Prelude: Of Passion,”
made a thunderous grand entrance
and then became more subdued. Over
this calmer section, mezzo-soprano,
Administrative Assistant of Music
Education Morgen Moraine sang a
melancholy descant. The music then
became more excited and adventurous -- I thought of sled dogs traversing the Alaskan wilderness during the
Iditarod -- before returning to the
vocal section and finishing quietly.
The second movement, “Shouts
and Murmurs,” effectively imitated
just that. It opened with a whispering of percussion, including cymbal
played with brush drumsticks. Other
instruments entered, forming a light
and laid-back texture that evoked the
titular murmurs.
Then came the shouts, in which
the ensemble developed a fuller sound,
including cymbal crashes and gong.
The rest of the movement alternated
between these two characters, with a
later murmuring section including a
vocal descant as well. The piece came

The Book Club
Mikayla Henry
Columnist

_____________________________

We’ve finally reached the end of
another Spring Term, which means
that finals are here whether we like
it or not and that summer is right
around the corner. While students
and staff alike will probably take advantage of the free time to plan trips
and visit loved ones, summer break
also offers a lot of time to rediscover
old hobbies that may have been neglected during the school year. I know
personally that I haven’t been able
to read or watch YouTube as much
as I would have liked to this term,
so I’m looking forward to catching
up on what I’ve missed over the past
few months. There’s a stack or two of
books next to my bed just waiting to
be picked up this summer, and I’m
hoping to discuss a few of them in this
final edition.
First off, we have “Under the Whispering Door,” which is by T.J. Klune,
the author of the highly acclaimed
book “The House in the Cerulean
Sea.” I love his work, as it has gotten
me out of a reading slump before, so
I’m looking forward to this book immensely. The book follows the life, or
rather death, of Wallace Price, a coldhearted lawyer who dies of a heart
attack and is soon approached by a
reaper and a ferryman. Their job is

to help souls accept death and cross
over, Wallace being no exception. To
do so, they bring souls to Charon’s
Crossing Tea and Treats, which is basically a reclusive bed-and-breakfast
for souls as they prepare to move on.
Wallace, feeling robbed of his life, is
given seven days to “live” before he
will have to cross over to the afterlife.
This story is often compared to Mitch
Albom’s “The Five People You Meet
in Heaven” or the highly binged show
“The Good Place.” While it focuses on
a sensitive subject, it is supposed to
be a rather light-hearted read, and it
features an LGBTQ+ romance, which
makes it a perfect read for Pride
Month.
One of the other books on my
list for the summer is nowhere near
as light-hearted as the last book I
mentioned and is actually a rather
popular mystery/thriller novel that
has been circulating on “BookTok.”
It is Alex Michaelides’ “The Silent Patient,” which centers around a woman
with a seemingly perfect life – that is,
until she decides to viciously murder
her husband and refrain from ever
uttering another word. She becomes
famous as the so-called “silent patient” and is moved to a secure forensic unit where she can be watched.
Theo Faber, a psychotherapist, decides to study her, convinced that he

can make her talk. Soon he becomes
too involved and starts to lose himself
in the case, making him question his
own motives as well as hers. The book
is known for its immense twists and
turns, namely the big reveal at the
end, so needless to say I’m curious to
give it a read.
The final book I want to mention is well-known, as it has been
made into a rather popular film starring Rachel McAdams and Eric Bana,
as well as a TV series. It is “The Time
Traveler’s Wife” by Audrey Niffengger, which centers around Henry and
Clare, the titular time traveler and

"Under the Whispering Door" by T.J.
Klune.
Photo from AbeBooks.

his wife. Henry has a condition called
"Chrono-Displacement
Disorder",
which pulls him towards important
moments in his life, past or future,
at any given moment. The jumps are
unpredictable, and Clare never knows
when and where he will reappear,
testing the relationship constantly.
Readers are able to witness this romance through both points of view
throughout the story as the lovers are
constantly separated and reunited
over and over again. While I don’t
normally read romance novels, I expect this book to be perfect for those
moments when I find myself missing

"The Silent Patient" by Alex Michaelides.
Photo from AbeBooks.

my partner this summer, since it’ll remind me of how we’ll be reunited just
like Henry and Clare one day.
While we still may have a few
weeks before we taste freedom, I sincerely hope that you all get what you
need this summer. For some, that
may be time with friends from home,
and for others, it may be treasured
time doing absolutely nothing but relaxing after finals. For me, and some
others, I hope that it is time for hobbies, peaceful nights spent reading
and plot twists. Until next fall, I wish
you all happy reading!

“The Time Traveler's Wife” by Audrey
Niffengger.
Photo from AbeBooks.

May 27, 2022

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

9

THE LAWRENTIAN

Isabel Dorn
Staff Writer

_____________________________

The Senior Art Show will open
at the Wriston Art Center Gallery on
Friday, May 27 at 4:30 p.m. This year,
the exhibit features 16 senior capstone
projects from Lawrence’s graduating
studio art majors.
Beth Zinsli, Assistant Professor
of Art History, Curator of the Wriston
Art Center Gallery and Museum
Studies
Interdisciplinary
Area
Program Director, has overseen the
annual senior art show for the past
nine years. She stated that the goal
of the exhibit is to celebrate the students’ progress while also giving them
hands-on experience in the process of
staging studio art exhibitions.
The show will feature a variety
of digital art, photography, ceramics,
drawing and installation works. While
each student crafts their own unique
art for their senior capstone, Zinsli
stated that the pieces often reflect
similar central themes, blending into
a harmonious exhibit despite their
diverse mediums. This year, several
of the exhibits are centered around
the potential and limitations of the
human body and creating alternate
worlds through dreams, memories,
and other narratives.
“Every year, it feels like students
tend towards a specific media, art
form or theme,” she said. “Sometimes

Kat Girod
Columnist

_____________________________

Welcome to this week’s Comic
Character Spotlight! In anticipation of
Pride Month, this week I will be highlighting the upcoming debut of a new
superhero in Marvel’s queer-focused
anthology comic series, “Marvel’s
Voices: Pride” (2022).
On June 22, Shela Sexton, a transgender heroine known as Escapade,
will be introduced in a 20-page story
that showcases her intertwined existence as a thief and a hero. Created
by the New York Times-bestselling
author Charlie Jane Anders, Escapade
is born with the power to alter circumstance. This means that she can
trade her physical location, status or
even power with another individual.
For instance, if confronted with a
weapon, Escapade can shift the circumstance so that she possesses the
weapon that previously threatened
her. In a more extreme illustration of
her ability, if she’s in close proximity
to the President, she can temporarily
switch her societal positions with that
of the President and wield that power
for multiple hours.
Although her ability may seem
unstoppable, there are a few drawbacks that could interfere with its use.
Particularly, the power can only be
utilized for a few hours at a time and

Lawrence University...
continued from page 8

to a fiery ending with drums, more
cymbal crashes and an intense energy
from the other instruments.
The third movement, “Voices of
One,” began meditatively and with
a sense of tenderness and warmth,
which it resumed after an intervening, more grandiose section. With
this return came the vocal entrance,
melding effortlessly into the ensemble’s sound so that it seemed part

Senior Art Show

a theme just emerges because these
people have been working together for
four years – thinking together, taking
classes together.”
Zinsli loves showcasing the
seniors’ work and honoring their success, but her favorite part of the art
show is the process of installation.
She and her graduating seniors began
installing the pieces in Wriston over a
week ago. Zinsli thinks that it’s important for seniors to install their own
work because it teaches them how to
make necessary adjustments.
“It’s fun because they get to see
their work come alive in the gallery
space,” she said. “It’s great to see them
accomplish this culmination of their
major while also learning to use hammers and drills.”
After touring the gallery, I
spoke to graduating studio art
majors Chapin E. Grumhaus and
Clare Conteh-Morgan to learn more
about their senior capstone exhibits.
Grumhaus combined her passions for
photography and animal welfare in
a collage featuring over 800 photographs of dogs and cats, all taken
by Grumhaus herself. Through her
exhibit, she wants to advocate for the
adoption of homeless animals while
also demonstrating how pets can benefit one’s mental health.
Senior Clare Conteh-Morgan’s
exhibit, “Mixed Up: A Reflection on
Invisible Identity and Why I Will

Never Choose to Pass,” is a graphic
novel that explores her experiences
as a white-presenting biracial woman
and the social implications of her
mixed identity.
Conteh-Morgan began outlining the novel last spring, developed
the visual style using Procreate, and
released it on Blurb, an online selfpublishing platform. The novel’s visual style, a careful balance between
realistic and cartoonish, was particu-

she must be within seven feet of her
target. In addition, complex attempts
at altering circumstances could potentially result in failure.
Alongside Escapade in her adventure are companions Morgan Red and
Hibbert. Morgan is Escapade's technologically talented close friend. As
Morgan himself is a transgender man,
the two were able to mutually support
each other through their transitions
as children. Additionally, Hibbert, a
genetically engineered turtle with the
ability to fly, was freed from a laboratory by the best friends. Together, the
three become a form of found family,
united through their bonds and loyalty to each other.
The setting for Escapade’s story
is the mutant-nation of Krakoa, where
she feels dissatisfied by the authority
that promotes an all-encompassing
mutant superiority. The initial issue
of the story, set for a June release,
will commence with a heist involving the protagonists -- Escapade and
her companions -- as she employs
theft as a tool to both punish wrongdoers and help those in need. She
steals from corrupt criminals in order
to give to those who lack resources.
Interestingly, her story is meant to
pick up traction once she sees a vision
of the future that illustrates her at
fault for a catastrophe. This will propel the narrative forward as she must

scramble to change that predicted
future.
Escapade is also set to make
appearances in other Marvel comic
series, as she will join a fall special
of the “New Mutants” (2022). As a
member of a team, she will have to
handle working with others who do
not mirror her beliefs regarding the
mutant-nation of Krakoa.
It has been heartening to see
the increase in attention comic books
have given to LGBTQIA+ representation. As “Marvel Voices: Pride”
reflects both queer characters and creators, it establishes a foundation for
more diverse narratives and creations.
Naturally, there is always more to be
done in the realm of representation;
however, the continuation of the Pride
series is an important step. Hopefully,
these characters will continue to be
featured outside of the Pride-related
volumes and be allowed a spotlight
both in mainstream comic series and
adaptations.
That concludes the final Comic
Character Spotlight of the term! It
has been an absolute pleasure to get
the opportunity to ramble about different comic book characters every
week this spring, and I look forward to
continuing the trend in the fall. I wish
everyone the best of luck on finals and
an amazing summer!

of a cohesive whole rather than an
isolated part.
As the wind instruments fell
back, the impression was more of an
accompanied solo voice, and I found
Moraine’s sincerity especially touching in this moment. The ensemble’s
sound grew to a much more substantial volume from there and ended
majestically and hopefully, with all
hands on deck, not least of which
were chimes and triangle.
As his piece finished, Stephenson
kept his hands in the air for just an
extra moment so that we could grasp

the almost magical silence before the
audience began to clap and cheer.
Stephenson directed the applause to
each of the ensemble’s sections in
turn and to Moraine individually, so
that the contributions of each member were acknowledged with gratitude and enthusiasm.
I know that I especially appreciated the selection this concert presented of repertoire by living composers, and the opportunity it gave us to
hear some ideas of what the exciting
future of this field will sound like.

Escapade

larly crucial to her work because it
brings her deeply personal experiences to life.
Following the grand opening,
there will be a reception from 4:30
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the gallery’s lobby
to celebrate the seniors. All members
of the Lawrence community can stop
in for food and drink, then admire the
graduating class’s masterpieces.
The senior capstone pieces will
be on display from May 27 to June 26

Senior Karin Hannemann’s "Contact" on display in the Wriston
Galleries.
Photo by Alana Melvin.

during regular gallery hours (Tuesday
– Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
Saturday – Sunday from 12 p.m. to
4 p.m.). During Lawrence’s alumni
reunion from June 16-19, alumni can tour the gallery and admire
works from the latest generation of
Lawrentians.

Senior Elyssa Pfluger’s art "Interference (Yellow)" and "Figure
(Madonna)" on display in the Wriston Galleries.
Photo by Alana Melvin.

“RRR” review: The unfettered power of
maximalism

Levi Homann
Staff Writer

_____________________________

“RRR,” 2022, directed by S.S.
Rajamouli — 4.5/5 stars
Indian cinema rarely makes its
way to the United States. When movies from India do land in theaters
here, they’re usually more pensive
art house films unfamiliar to general audiences even in their country of origin. The movies popular in
India and South Asia are often written off by American moviegoers as
overlong, grossly unsubtle musicals
under the often misunderstood banner of “Bollywood,” leaving the biggest blockbusters from India largely
isolated from North America. “RRR,”
India’s most expensive movie ever
made, is one of the first to begin breaking through that barrier. It’s not necessarily subverting American expectations; it’s three hours long, punctuated by several bombastic dance numbers and excessively theatric; but all of
those elements work in its favor. Not
only is “RRR” unmistakably the biggest movie in India, it’s also popped
up in over 100 theaters across the
United States, and a Hindi version is
available on North American Netflix.
While it’s definitely a movie built for
the big screen, it’s absolutely worth
experiencing at home. A story with
emotional stakes elevated to the nth
degree, action sequences unmatched
by any American movie in the last
two decades, and the level of charisma perhaps only comparable to Gene
Kelly in “Singin’ in the Rain,” “RRR”
is a wonderful window into an often
unappreciated slice of international
filmmaking.
The film’s title stands for “Rise,
Roar, Revolt,” a fitting motto for its
two protagonists, fictionalized versions of Indian revolutionaries fighting against the British Raj in the
1920s. One is Alluri Sitarama Raju

(Ram Charan), who seeks to rise up
in the ranks of the British police force
in order to redistribute British weapons to freedom fighters. The other is
Komaram Bheem (N. T. Rama Rao
Jr.), a man on a quest to save a young
girl from his tribe after she is kidnapped by colonialists. Raju is sent
to kill Bheem, and intends to follow
through on his orders in the hopes of
receiving a promotion, but things get
messy when he unknowingly develops a deep friendship with the very
man he’s been assigned to assassinate.
This culminates in the second act,
when Bheem invades the palace where
Malli, the young girl, is being held,
aided by a squadron of wild tigers and
wolves. There, the two are forced to
face off and make the choice between
their mission and their closest friend.
It’s all incredibly melodramatic,
but Charan and Rama Rao’s performances sell the emotional rollercoaster on a spectacular level, giving
real weight to the ridiculous situations their characters are placed in.
The action sequences are unbelievably
fun, with well-lit sets aided by decent
CGI and tight, smooth editing. There’s
even a romantic comedy element;
Bheem woos the British governor’s
niece and has a dance-off with another man to prove himself. Hanging over
it all is the cartoonishly evil, justly
portrayed figure of settler colonialism
that gets its comeuppance in a beautifully satisfying conclusion. Every single segment of the film achieves what
it aims for, and its three-hour runtime
feels not a second too long.
“RRR” is an epic in every sense
of the word. It’s a genuinely emotional
story about the power of friendship,
difficult decisions and the strength
of collectivist symbols. It couldn’t be
more over-the-top if it tried, and that,
in the end, is what makes it great.
“RRR” is on Netflix right now and
returns to U.S. theaters on June 1.
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Miri Villerius

Copy Chief
_________________________
Campus discussion has been
reignited recently after a decision by
the LUCC General Council to overturn
a decision by our Steering Committee
to deny club recognition to Appleton
Pro-Life Students (APLS; sometimes
LUPLS). The details are in Joey Davis’
news article from last week, but this
decision was passed contentiously on
multiple levels with LUCC President
Malcolm Davis ultimately breaking a
tie in favor of recognition.
Since then, Appleton Students
for a Democratic Society (SDS) petitioned, getting 10% of the students
and faculty to sign on in protest of
APLS’ recognition, triggering a campus-wide referendum. We await the
results of this referendum, but even
if faculty and students vote to deny
APLS, it is ultimately the decision of
university president Laurie Carter.
I wrote my own article weeks ago
about why I felt APLS had no place on
campus which went into some nitty
gritty about why I felt APLS was not
in line with LUCC bylaws. In response
to this, my fellow student journalist
Luther Abel referred on the Shoutbox
to my “[being] happy to bludgeon with
pedantic quibbles'' which he further
expanded upon in his article last week
“The art of illiberalism”.
I will admit that discussion of

Nathan Wall

News Editor
_________________________
Whenever society is on the brink
of change, those who benefit from the
status quo get very scared. This is easily explained by the behavior engaged
in by the powerful. Police violence
against the labor and Civil Rights
movements was and is still rampant.
In 1831, after Nat Turner, who
was enslaved at the time, led a rebellion against slavery in Virginia, white
mobs killed over 150 Black people and
state legislatures rushed to ban education for the enslaved out of fear that
educated Black people would realize
they could take their rights back. After
the Civil War ended, the Ku Klux
Klan terrorized Black people as well as
white abolitionists because they were
afraid of giving up any of their power.
In Appalachia during the early
twentieth century, striking coal miners managed to terrify the bosses and
law enforcement. Law enforcement
would not have killed 50 during the
1912 Paint Creek-Cabin Creek Coal
Miners’ strike and over 100 during
the 1921 Battle of Blair Mountain if
they weren’t scared, nor would the
Colorado National Guard have carried out the Ludlow Massacre against
striking workers in 1914. Over 1,100
labor organizers were killed in the
fight for labor rights because bosses
were scared.
If one fight can be won, so many
more fights become more possible.
The same people that are interested
in keeping Black and Brown people,
queer people, disabled people and
religious and other minorities in the
margins of society are the ones trying
to stop workers from gaining their

It's time to leave anti-choice in the past

LUCC bylaws is pedantic; something
that, while important, I’m dispassionate about. However, I am by no means
happy about this. It’s not a game to
me, Luther.
In his article criticizing what he
sees as the victimization of APLS,
Luther also ironically bemoaned the
“small minority of the student population which is an activist/lobbyist
class,”, seemingly oblivious that this
is exactly what APLS is. The only difference is that APLS does this through
advocating a blanket disenfranchisement of anyone with a uterus instead
of advocating in favor of the personal choice of the individual pregnant person. Luther also states that
the advocacy group SDS’ recognition
should pave the way for APLS since
SDS has foreign policy stances Luther
disagrees with and also apparently is
opposed to “the American way of life.”
(I’ll admit my ignorance to you all, I’m
not sure what this is.).
In my article, I did not go in
depth about my feelings of the inherently discriminatory nature of what
we ironically call the “pro-life” position. What’s better called the “antichoice” position should have no place
in our society and it’s far past due that
we left it in the past. Do I understand
that a large number of people think
that the anti-choice position is either
permissible or in a moral gray area?
Yes. Do I agree or care? No, not really.

I don’t think I need to run down
the amount of horrific violations of
civil rights that were commonplace
and accepted by majorities for long
periods of time in our history, but
we’ve since decided are inherently
unacceptable (or “illiberal,” to use
Luther’s word). I see the anti-choice
movement as just another gardenvariety denial of civil rights in our history and an affront to bodily autonomy that we should all be ready to leave
behind. Past barring material support
to this club, there should be no room
for the institutional legitimacy of this
group’s recognition. I want to live on a
campus and in a society where denying these fundamental human rights
is treated as gross and perverse.
The only gray area that exists in
terms of the permissibility of abortion
should remain in the conscience of
the pregnant human considering it.
It should not be up to the state to go
back and forth, hemming and hawing
at the expense of many humans who
know how they feel and hang delicately in the balance. I recommend
Madison Price’s article from October,
“In response to ‘LUCC v. Pro-Life,’” for
a more in depth look at the struggles
pregnant people face when denied
bodily autonomy. Abortion should be
legal and accessible, period.
There are also worries about
the point of making such a big deal
about this small clique of students

at this particular small liberal arts
school we all attend. I was challenged
with this argument on the Shoutbox
by Associate Professor of Economics
Jonathan Lhost who was worried
that fighting this small case would be
insignificant, but potentially provoke
the ire of conservative media figures
like Tucker Carlson, giving more fuel
to large-scale profiteering for conservative causes.
The response I offered and will
repeat is basically this: have a little
backbone. I don’t deny that there is
always a risk with these situations,
but the potential for reward greatly
outweighs that risk. It is crucial that
we actively build a cultural precedent,
not just wait for privileged politicians to make a legal one, when that
legal precedent might be swiped from
under our noses on a whim, like Roe
v. Wade is likely about to be by our
hyper-conservative Supreme Court.
Being held hostage for every instance
of standing our ground is something I
have no interest in.
Lillian Thompson’s op-ed from
two weeks ago, “Happy Denim Day,
from LUCC,” was an exceptional and
brave piece expressing the necessity
of solidarity between different issues
of bodily autonomy. In a similar spirit, I’d like to provide my personal
perspective as to the harrowing seriousness of these issues. We’re not
halfway through 2022 and more than

Where do we go from here?

rights. None of us are free until all of
us are free!
President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt passed many parts of the
New Deal to appease the labor movement, precisely because he feared the
backlash that would occur if he didn’t.
The labor movement surged again
after World War II with over 5 million participating, and in order to
prevent it from fundamentally altering society, politicians unleashed the
police on strikers and passed laws
to micromanage the labor movement
into irrelevance.
During the 1950s and 60s, when
Black Americans once again rose in
substantial numbers to demand the
rights they have always been entitled
to, and never been given, the police
response was intimidation and violence, borne out of fear. On March
7, 1965, police violently reacted to
Civil Rights organizers crossing the
Edmund Pettus Bridge on the march
from Selma, Ala., to Montgomery, Ala.
Former Representative John Lewis
(D-GA), who unfortunately died in
July 2020, was given a permanent
head injury that day by a police officer
protecting the interests of the status quo. It’s not a coincidence that
many Civil Rights leaders, including
Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and Medgar Evers, were assassinated.
It’s been established that the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) targeted
and spied on King, among other leaders. These assassinations and beatings
wouldn’t have happened if the people
in power weren’t terrified at the prospect of change.
In recent years, society has been
on the brink of change too, both in
Washington and across the country.

When Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT)
ran for the Democratic nomination
for president in 2016, the mainstream media, Democratic National
Committee (DNC) and local parties
colluded to stop him. Although there
is no evidence of direct vote rigging,
the DNC initially only sanctioned
six debates, many of which were
scheduled on weekends or around
major holidays. Former DNC Chair
Representative Debbie WassermanSchultz, a congresswoman from
Florida who’s bought by payday lenders, big sugar and alcohol companies,
allowed Hillary Clinton’s campaign
a significant amount of control over
DNC press releases and her successor, Donna Brazile, allegedly shared
debate questions with the Clinton
campaign beforehand.
And,
after
Representative
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY), at
the time a socialist bartender from
the Bronx, defeated Representative
Joe Crowley (D-NY), the Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee
(DCCC) banned Democratic vendors
from helping primary challengers,
although this ended in 2021, the party
remains hostile to primary challengers
(mostly). This has not been applied
equally to those who challenge progressives from the right. Additionally,
in Seattle’s 2019 City Council elections, Amazon spent $4.1 million trying to defeat progressive city council
candidates. None of this would have
happened if those in power weren’t
afraid of progressive, populist leaders
holding electoral power.
Outside of electoral politics, the
national movement against police
brutality in the summer of 2020 following the murder of George Floyd

by the Minneapolis Police also faced
an extremely violent police reaction,
and many Democratic lawmakers
responded by passing laws cracking
down on police brutality. Although
none of the laws went far enough
and many reforms were rolled back
after police backlash, politicians of the
political repercussions of not doing
so. They were right to be scared after
Representative Jamaal Bowman’s
(D-NY) campaign picked up steam
due a blasé comment from former
Foreign Affairs Committee Chair Eliot
Engel (D-NY) at a Black Lives Matter
protest, which was caught on hot mic.
“If I didn’t have a primary I
wouldn’t care,” said Engel.
Bowman defeated Engel handily
on June 23, 2020.
The recent pushes for unions
at corporate giants like Amazon and
Starbucks have also led to fearful,
reactionary behavior from corporate.
Amazon rigged the union election in
Bessemer, Ala., in April 2021, which
led the National Labor Relations
Board (NLRB) to order a do-over election, which ultimately failed a second
time. Starbucks has engaged in unionbusting behavior so extreme that the
NLRB has ordered them to negotiate with stores that voted against the
union as if they had unionized, which
is unprecedented.
We should continue to push for
the kind of change that makes those
in power uncomfortable, because it
works! Electorally, in labor organizing
and on the streets, we should keep
forcing change.
This year, there will be many elections. State Representative Summer
Lee and City Councilmember Gregorio
Casar have won Congressional prima-

300 bills targeting the rights of trans
people have been introduced in the
US. Especially, the anti-choice movement has been perversely attacking
the bodily autonomy of trans youth to
even consider medical transition.
This attack against my transgender siblings around the country is
one of many reasons reason why I,
as a transfeminine person privileged
to be undergoing hormone therapy
especially, refuse to give an inch to
the anti-choice movement. I also suspect many people on the fence about
APLS, would feel differently were this
an anti-trans advocacy group on our
campus. For many of us, solidarity is
a necessity, not an option.
Luther, this situation does not
make me happy and I’d recommend
you check yourself a bit on your
hypocrisies. Professor Lhost, this is
not the time to mimic our political
system and be wishy-washy.
Change comes from the pressure
and power of the people, so we have to
fight for it on all levels without hesitation. The affront to the civil rights of
those with uteruses should be enough
on its own, but this only further opens
up the door for rolling back more and
more civil liberties. We grossly and
euphemistically refer to it as “prolife,” but the reality of the anti-choice
movement puts an enormous amount
of lives at risk - more than it could
ever pretend to advocate for.

ries in Austin, Tex., and Pittsburgh,
Penn., respectively. Lee will be the
first Black congresswoman from
Pennsylvania.
In Oregon’s 5th District,
based in Bend, progressive activist Jamie McLeod-Skinner defeated Representative Kurt Schrader
(D-OR), one of the most conservative
Democrats in the House. McLeodSkinner is openly gay and criticized
Schrader for blocking the Build Back
Better Act. Going forward, there
will be more primaries, with exciting candidates running for congress.
Amy Vilela in Nevada’s 1st district,
State Assemblymember Yuh-Line
Niou in New York’s 10th district and
Stephanie Gallardo in Washington’s
9th district (I get to vote for her!) are
running, among many others. Vote for
them if you can!
Whatever you can contribute
to making the world a better place,
you should do it. Every step we take
towards making the world a better
place counts.
Note: This article does not touch
on the resistance to capitalism outside
of the United States, which has been
even more intense. It’s important not
to forget the work put in by those
most directly affected by our brutal
system. I also want to be clear that
things like the DCCC being against
progressive challengers is not comparable to events like the assassinations
of Civil Rights leaders and massacres
against union members. All are good
examples of the powerful retaliating
against change agents, but each is a
very different experience.
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An inaccessible Lawrence

Ella Hardy

Staff Writer
_________________________
This winter, my roommate had
an accident that left them with an
injured knee and crutches. The experience was horrible - besides their
pain and discomfort, their immobility due to relying on crutches meant
life was made incredibly hard. There
was only one accessible shower with
handles on our floor, and if someone
was using it that morning they would
just have to be late to class. We had
to call campus safety every morning
to take them to their classes because
they couldn’t hobble across a snowy,
icy campus on crutches. Trying to get
to classes was a nightmare because
many times there would be only stairs.
If there was a ramp, it was too icy to
use safely. Getting food from the commons was impossible, so I became
their personal DoorDash. Injuries like
this could happen to any of us at any
time, and it’s frustrating when doing
daily activities becomes twice as hard
not only from the injury itself but
also from having to live on an inaccessible campus. For many students
at Lawrence, especially those living
with a long long-term disability, it can
be daunting to just exist on campus
when it seems to be built to work
against us. The real question is - what
does Lawrence actually do to support
people with accessibility needs, and
how can we do better?
The first type of accommodation
that Lawrence offers to students is
academic accommodation. This process is not a simple one, and students often report that these meetings
feel like interviews or interrogations
rather than a collaborative process.
According to Lawrence’s website, in
order to get academic accommodations, a student has to fill out an
eligibility request form, have documentation for their disability, and
meet with an accessibility specialist
who is supposed to meet with the

Alex Freeman

student and come up with arrangements for academic accommodations.
Sophomore Triona OBrion said, “In
my opinion, the way these interviews
are conducted are not really accessibility centered. The whole process
was really aggravating even though I
did get the accommodations I needed. I was being asked questions that
would make sense to be asked of my
doctor, not me. Many of my peers

actually up to ADA (Americans with
Disabilities Act) standards. Ramps at
Lawrence are too steep or have too
tight of turns, and in winter months
are often left unplowed and unsalted.
Senior Morgan Donahue said, “My
wheelchair is currently damaged
because of ramps being non-compliant. The rise is often too steep and they
don’t all have enough room to turn.
There are ramps for most buildings on

neglect is that the Lawrence administration is completely aware of these
issues, and yet will not allocate any
funds to fix them despite their claims
of “commitment to working with students to provide access to spaces and
activities on campus and to the academic programs of the university,” as
stated on the accommodations page
of the Lawrence website. In 2019,
Lawrence had an ADA assessment
of all 23 buildings
on campus, and the
findings were less
than desirable with
low scores across
the board. With the
recent
investment
from the Board of
Trustees, one would
hope that at least a
portion of those funds
would go to fixing
some of these issues.
If students with disabilities can’t do the
same things that ablebodied students do on
a daily basis because
of the way that our
campus is strucThe Warch elevator has been out of commission for much of this year
Photo by Alana Melvin tured, then claims
of commitment to
accessibility are not
struggled with the process as well and campus but many are actually unusbeing upheld.
did not get the accommodations they
able for people who need them.” In
Lawrence is meant to be a place
needed."
addition, aspects of Lawrence’s infraof mutual respect and community,
Another important type of structure like sidewalks and elevators,
and I believe that Lawrence adminaccommodation at Lawrence is housmost notably the main elevator in
istration’s neglect for students with
ing accommodations, which is a the Warch campus center, go months
disabilities does not uphold that.
similar process requiring documentwithout repair, leaving all students to
With all these problems regarding
ed medical needs. Lawrence offers fend for themselves. This makes going
accessibility and accommodations
several different kinds of accommoto classes, getting food, and just simconsidered, I now offer some ways
dations including single rooms, priply existing in these buildings difficult
that Lawrence as a community can
vate bathrooms and service animals.
for students with disabilities, which is
improve. Administration must make
Unfortunately, many of the buildnot at all the “equal access and opporaccessibility one of their top priorities
ings both academic and dormitory,
tunity to the educational programs of
as soon as possible and allocate funds
are inaccessible. Even though some
the university” that Lawrence promto improve the conditions in academic
buildings, like Main Hall, Ormsby and ises in its statement on accessibility
and dorm buildings. Perhaps rather
the Conservatory, have some accesfeatured on the accessibility page of
than repairing the bridge between
sibility features like automatic doors
their website.
Ormsby and Colman, consider redoand ramps, many of them are not
The biggest problem with this
ing the ramps to Main Hall and the

Goodbye (just for now)

Editor-in-Chief
_________________________
After just nine weeks in my role
as editor-in-chief, I have to say goodbye — well, goodbye for now. Certainly
not goodbye forever.
Due to the absolute nightmare
of scheduling anything at Lawrence
University (in addition to the upheaval of the COVID-19 pandemic), I had
to push my study abroad experience
back until my senior year. Stepping
away from the paper while still in
the role of editor-in-chief was never
something I planned, and I hate that
it’s something I have to do.
But I can do it because I have
the utmost confidence in this staff at
every level of the paper.
I’m (mostly) handing the editor
reins off to the highly capable Taylor
Hughes, and I have no doubt she will

successfully hold down the fort while
I’m away. She’s spent this term learning the ropes, asking questions and
contributing significantly to editorial
decisions. Plus, she’s already managing all the logistical stuff that I don’t
want to do! For any questions about
payroll, Slack or applications, I have
fully deferred to her. Starting at the
end of this term, I’ll be doing a lot
more deferring.
But no matter how lovely Taylor
is, it’s not just her. It’s really our entire
newspaper staff.
To my lovely partners on the
executive team, Miri and Amber, it
has been such a pleasure to get to
know you this term. We could not do
what we do without your input and
contributions.
To the editorial board staff, what
can I even say? You are the glue that
keeps this paper together. Truly, with-

out each one of you doing what you
do every single week, we would not
be able to publish. I know how hard
your work can be (I mean, I did do the
job for three years), and I know you
do an astonishing amount of incredible work without any credit. Now
I am giving you that credit. You are
absolutely vital to the work that The
Lawrentian does, and I have watched
the paper improve due to each and
every one of you. None of you need me
in order to continue to be successful.
You are ready to tackle Fall Term, and
I have so much appreciation for and
confidence in each of you.
To all the wonderful writers,
photographers, and artists who contribute your talent to our paper every
week, I hope you know how valued
you are. Even if I haven’t worked
with you directly, I have loved reading your work, admiring your art and

talking to your section editors about
how incredible you are! You are brave
enough to put your name out there
and passionate enough to do the legwork to keep this campus in-the-know
and entertained. It’s no small feat, and
we are here to help you nurture your
talent and support you in whatever
way we can. I truly cannot wait to see
what you do next year.
To the former editors of our
beloved newspaper, don’t think I’ve
forgotten you. You have laid the
groundwork for everything that has
happened and will continue to happen under my tenure, and your work
allowed us to hit the ground running.
Thank you so much for the time you
spent, and I hope you’re thriving in
your retirement.
And finally, to our readers, all
I want to say is thank you. You are
the people we do this for, and your

conservatory so that students with
mobility issues can actually go to their
classes. Professors should have their
students' accessibility needs at the
forefront of their mind and make the
necessary adjustments to allow for
every student to have equal opportunities for success.
Donahue also said, “I think that
it would be really helpful if disability accommodations took the mindset
that they are working for the students
and helping them meet their needs
rather than working for the university.
In addition, Lawrence needs to start
putting money from their budget into
accessibility because there are people
who need it.”
OBrion offered her suggestions
for improvement as well, saying “I
think that some of the accommodations that are needed by some students
could benefit all students. Flexibility
in classrooms like being able to move
to a quiet space while testing or being
able to take small breaks and more
time during tests are good practices
and can help more than just students
with disabilities. It’s also really isolating for people with disabilities to
not be able to go into buildings or
events that aren't accessible for them.
I would also love to see a disabilities
studies class or more speakers with a
disability focus.”
I know that the majority of
Lawrence students may not think
about access needs on a day-to-day
basis, and the thought of ramps and
automatic doors seems like just a convenience. I think it's important that
we all care about accessibility on our
campus, not only because an injury
or illness could strike any of us anytime, but also out of compassion for
those among us for whom inaccessibility is more than an inconvenience.
Accessibility benefits every single person and should be the top consideration for the administration.

feedback is so critical to what we
do. Sometimes we get it wrong, and
you’re the ones who hold us accountable so that we can hold everyone
else accountable. You elevate our stories, share your ideas and enable us
to continue doing the ever-important
work of journalism. I hope you always
remember that you’re a key part of
making this system work, just as much
as the reporters in the newsroom.
All that said, I do want to end
with one key caveat: I’m always just
an email away (or a text, or a call, or
a Slack message, or an Instagram DM
— this is the 21st century, after all).
Whether it's a crisis in the newsroom
or just a check-in, I’d love to hear from
anyone and everyone while I’m away.
January can’t come soon enough,
but until then, I’ll miss you.

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. The
Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions. For the full editorial policy and parameters for submitting articles, please refer to the masthead, which is located on the back of each edition.
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Rongyan Song
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What is your favorite word?
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EDITORIAL BOARD:

— Editorial policy is
determined by the editors.
Any opinions that appear
unsigned are those of the
majority of The Lawrentian’s
Editorial Board.

Editors-in-Chief:
Alex Freeman
Taylor Hughes

— Letters to the editor are
encouraged. The editors
reserve the right to edit for
style and space. Letters must
be emailed to:
lawrentian@lawrence.
edu. Submissions by email
should be text attachments.
— All submissions to editorial pages must be turned in
to The Lawrentian no later
than 5 p.m. on the Monday
before publication.

“Chartruse”
— Corrin Bloomberg

“Respect”
— Eliana Hillrich

“Detritus”
— Kiara Didier

— All submissions to the
editorial pages must be
accompanied by a phone
number at which the author
can be contacted. Articles
submitted without a contact
number will not be published.
— The Lawrentian reserves
the right to refuse to print
any submissions received
after the above deadline
— Letters to the editor will
be edited for clarity, decency, accuracy and grammar.

“Chez”
— Matvei Mozhaev

“Sleeping”
— Miku Komiya

“Free Time”
— Yu Furuya

— Letters to the editor
should not be more than 500
words.

Members of
the Associated
Collegiate
Press

“Wind”
— Nick Baer

“Tired”
— Rachel Joo

Unedited Board

Miri Villerius,
Copy Chief

Shirley Xu,
Arts & Entertainment Editor

“Feygele! It literally means ‘little
birdie’ in Yiddish, but it’s also
a term of endearment and a
reclaimed slur used for queer-Jewish
empowerment!”

“Nonpareil. It means having no
equal. It can also mean a round
candy covered with white sugar
sprinkles.”
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“Tree”
— Madeline Meade

Jamie Dong, Alana Melvin
Staff Photographer, Photo Editor

Lucian Baxter,
Features Editor
“Sidereal! It means of distant stars.”
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